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Benjamin Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb is taken from a poem of the 
same name by Christopher Smart (1717 – 1771). It recounts how all 
creation worships God and is evidence of His greatness. Smart was 
resident in an asylum at the time of writing the poem and he tells 
of his hopes that he will be delivered from his mental instability by 
faith in Christ and through the healing power of music. This highly 
imaginative and engaging setting ends with a glorious ‘Hallelujah’
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Feel the Spirit by John Rutter is a cycle of seven spirituals 
arranged for mezzo soprano, chorus and instrumental 
accompaniment. The mood ranges from  lively syncopation 
as in the opening ‘Joshua fit the Battle of Jericho’ to such 
dreamily lovely songs like ‘Steal away’, and ends with the ever 
popular ‘When the Saints go Marching in’.

More spirituals feature in the contribution from Sir Michael 
Tippett. His five pieces are taken from his secular oratorio A Child of 
Our Time which was inspired by the persecution of Jewish people 
during World War II. They are used to punctuate the narrative in 
order to provide moments of introspective contemplation on 
the subject of political oppression in the manner of Bach’s use of 
chorales in his Passions. The pieces are unaccompanied and, while 
varied in mood, are deeply moving.

Three attractive choral works form the major part of our summer concert

We look forward to seeing you!


